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Further education, skills and the economy

July 22nd – BIS launches consultation on the future direction of skills policy
Skills minister John Hayes has invited employers, individuals, colleges and training organisations to share their ideas on how they would like skills policy to develop in the future.  The consultation document Skills for Sustainable Growth outlines BIS’s vision for skills and what are expected to be the key elements of a strategy for delivering it.  It sets the context for the technical funding system and methodology consultation A Simplified Further Education and Skills Funding System and Methodology that is being launched in parallel.  
The document sets out the principles which are intended to guide the department’s work on developing a skills strategy for England.  These include emphasis that:
· training should lead to ‘real gain in skills, knowledge and understanding.  Accreditation of existing competence is not enough’;
· vocational training should provide people with a route into employment, help them progress in their careers or support them in starting their own business;
· there should be a clearer ladder of progression in the Apprenticeships Programme;
· in the current fiscal circumstance, government financing should be prioritised for particular learners where that funding ‘is most needed and where it gives most value’;
· employers, colleges and training organisations should be incentivised to prioritise the needs of those who have poor work prospects or a high chance of experiencing long periods of unemployment;
· learners should be empowered through access to high quality, impartial information to enable them to be effective customers in a market;
· focus on getting the relationship – including accountability - right between service user and service provider ‘without unnecessary intervention from intermediary agencies’;
· encourage strong leadership and co-operation between employers ‘to create highly skilled and productive workforces... and increase domestic and international competitiveness’; and
· to help create a Big Society, communities need to be empowered to develop the informal life-long learning opportunities in which they want to participate.
The consultation asks 30 questions under the headings detailed below.  The closing date for the consultation is 14 October 2010.
· A respected and credible training offer; 

· Funding and entitlements; 

· Helping individuals and employers choose the learning they want; 

· Giving colleges and training organisations the freedom to respond; 

· Incentives to train in priority areas; 

· Encouraging a more productive workforce; 

· Reinvigorating adult and community learning; and
· Measuring success. 

July 22nd – BIS consultation on a simplified FE and skills funding system and methodology

BIS has launched ‘A Simplified Further Education and Skills Funding System and Methodology’, a consultation which sets out proposals for further discussion on how BIS can support the system to be ‘simpler and more effective’.  It asks questions about how the broader Further Education (FE) and Skills landscape might be simplified.  The consultation states that ‘To manage within a tight fiscal climate, colleges and training organisations must be able to focus their offer to learners and employers rather than trying to navigate the funding system’.
This is being published alongside the Skills Strategy consultation, Skills for Sustainable Growth and has been timed to complement the debate about the choices BIS must make for the Spending Review
.  ‘All considerations of funding policy are therefore dependent on the outcome of the Spending Review.’  A full Skills Strategy will be published following the Spending Review which will set out in more detail how the government intends to support learning and skills.

This consultation seeks views on simplifying the funding system to enable this, recognising that ‘there must be appropriate accountability’ – which in the future will increasingly be to ‘informed and empowered customers’.  The consultation also examines the changes that will support the reduction in operating costs of funding bodies.  The closing date for responses to the consultation is 14 October 2010.
The document considers the system as it applies to post-19 learners and asks a number of questions under the following headings: 

Funding and eligibility policy – who and what is funded, if and how funding priorities are determined, including our approach to co-investment and fee subsidies; and how to target those most in need. 

Setting funding rates and the funding methodology – how rates are set and how this can better support the flexibilities of the Qualifications and Credit Framework; the potential for moving away from an input based rate setting model; and elements of funding methodology e.g. use of standard learner numbers, provider factor (area costs, programme weighting, disadvantage). 

Allocations, procurement and contracts – how money is allocated to colleges and training organisations; a single budget for all post-19 provision; minimum contract levels; sub-contracting; and the approach to new providers. 

Performance management, payment, data collection and audit – how future allocations take account of performance; method of payment; data collection; and audit. 

July 26th – BIS publishes Structural Reform Plan

BIS has published its Structural Reform Plan (SRP).  Structural Reform Plans, to be published by all government departments, will be ‘the key tool’ of the government for making departments accountable for the implementation of the reforms set out in the Coalition Agreement.  They set out priorities and give the public the opportunity to check departments meet their commitments.   

The departmental priorities include boosting enterprise; creating a positive business environment; rebalancing the economy; supporting universities, science and research in building a strong, innovative economy; and building an internationally competitive skills base.  The reforms set out in the document are described as being consistent with and part of the department’s contribution to the Spending Review.  The plans also include a timetable for implementation.
On higher education and the learning and skills sectors, the plan makes a commitment to:

· Support universities, science and research in building a strong, innovative economy

· Offer progression and fair access, establish a new funding settlement which promotes world class competitiveness in teaching and research, with better quality for students, and help foster stronger links between universities and industries

· The actions for this are:

· consider Lord Browne’s report into higher education funding;
· improve information for prospective students on the quality and performance of higher education institutions;
· ensure that public funding mechanisms for university research safeguard its academic integrity; and
· help foster stronger links between universities and industries.
· Build an internationally competitive skills base

· Create a dynamic and efficient skills system with informed, empowered learners and employers served by responsive colleges and other providers in their areas.
· The actions for this are:
· to raise the quality and scope of the apprenticeships programme, as the primary route within a refocused programme of work based training;
· subject to the Spending Review, explore other training measures to get Britain working, including Service Academies, working with the Department for Work and Pensions;
· to enable people to choose the learning that will help them achieve their goals, and empower and inform learners so they can hold colleges and providers to account;
· to ‘set colleges free from direct state control’ and abolish many of the further education quangos.  Ensure public funding is fair and follows the choices of students; and
· to reform adult and community learning by involving more voluntary organisations, charities and social enterprises as providers to develop greater community involvement and ownership and encouraging joint working across local services and with self organised groups.
July 22nd – John Hayes appointed to joint role

The Queen has approved the appointment of John Hayes MP as minister of state at the Department for Education in addition to his current role as minister of state at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.  As minister of state at the Department for Education he will be responsible for apprenticeships (16-18) and careers advice.

As minister for further education, skills and lifelong learning at BIS, John Hayes is responsible for: further education, adult skills, Skills Funding Agency, skills strategy, lifelong learning, informal adult learning, apprenticeships, UK Commission for Employment and Skills, Sector Skills Councils, Workplace Training reforms, qualifications reform programme.

John Hayes said ‘I am delighted to be able to take on this new role and look forward to helping take forward the government’s work on careers advice and apprenticeships for young people...  I am completely committed to ensuring people of all ages have access to learning and the skills they need to get on in their lives and careers’.

July 23rd – Consultation on Regional Growth Fund and new approval panel chair
The Regional Growth Fund was announced in the Budget and will operate over two years.  It has been set up to provide support for projects that offer ‘significant potential for sustainable economic growth and can create new private sector employment’.  It will particularly help areas and communities currently which are ‘highly-reliant on public sector employment’ make the transition to ‘private sector led growth and prosperity’. 

The government has opened a consultation which seeks views on how the fund should be designed to best meet the needs of areas and communities across England.  The timing of the consultation has been aligned with the invitation already made for proposals on local enterprise partnerships and therefore closes on 6 September 2010. 

The government has made a commitment to replace the Regional Development Agencies with local enterprise partnerships of elected authorities and businesses who can provide ‘the strategic leadership and economic vision’ for their local area.  To be effective, the government has said that it will be crucial that business work ‘in equal partnership’ with civic leaders to ‘drive real change in public service delivery and create a better business environment’. 

Local enterprise partnerships ‘will play an important role’ in bringing together bids for the Regional Growth Fund, ‘working with key partners such as universities’.  Private sector companies and other public-private partnerships will also be invited to bid independently for the fund.  Later this year the government will also publish a White Paper on the new approach to sub-national growth.  It will set out the government’s strategy for supporting economic growth across the country, providing more information on the Regional Growth Fund and local enterprise partnerships. 

The government has announced that Lord Heseltine will chair the Independent Approval Panel for the £1bn Regional Growth Fund.  The new Panel will consider proposals for funding and recommend to ministers which projects should be taken forward.  Sir Ian Wrigglesworth will be Deputy Chair. 

July 28th – UKCES publishes Ambition 2020: world class skills and jobs for the UK

The UK Commission for Employment and Skills has published Ambition 2020: world class skills and jobs for the UK.   The report states that 10 million people need to improve their skills if the UK is to achieve its ambition of being in the top eight countries in the world for skills, jobs and productivity by 2020, but predicts that we are likely to achieve just half that number.  It also calls for an increase in the number of apprenticeships available for young people and adults; for prospective students to be given more and better information about the range of courses and qualifications on offer; and for more encouragement for businesses to create highly-skilled jobs.

The report’s key recommendations include:

· improving information, advice and guidance for learners, in part by making the collection and publication of destination and earnings data mandatory for all colleges and universities in receipt of public funding; 

· devolving more funding and decision-making to the front line – for example, through the network of Local Employment Partnerships (LEPs); 

· prioritising public funding towards basic and lower level skills and stimulating greater co-investment with employers and individuals in higher level skills; and
· taking advantage of the new cap on non-EU migration to ensure that the opportunities created are secured by appropriately-skilled indigenous workers. 

Chris Humphries CBE, chief executive of the UK Commission for Employment and Skills, said ‘At the moment, our economy is still world-class – quite an achievement for such a small island.  But we’re living on past glories.  Economic success rests on three legs – skills, jobs and productivity - and we are well below average on the first of these. Unless swift and decisive action is taken, we can expect the UK’s economy to begin to slide down the international rankings’.

Sir Mike Rake, chairman of BT and the UK Commission for Employment and Skills said ‘In spite of our progress in recent years, other countries are progressing further and faster...  There is no extra public money available, so what we need to do is encourage a more streamlined system with a ruthless focus on economically valuable skills and the creation of new jobs which put those skills to good use’.
July 26th – Vince Cable and George Osborne launch ‘Financing a Private Sector Recovery’ paper

Vince Cable and George Osborne have launched a paper ‘to encourage an industry-led recovery’ by addressing the problems businesses face accessing finance as the coalition government ‘recognises that access to finance is critical for businesses to survive and grow and that small and medium-sized companies face particular challenges’.  

The paper, ‘Financing a Private Sector Recovery’, sets out the range of finance options for different sized businesses and explores where the market is failing to provide and if there is a role for government intervention.  The paper also launches a discussion on how business and the government might work together to produce ‘a diverse, competitive and sustainable financial environment’.
The business secretary and the chancellor want to work with business and the financial community to ensure that access to finance is not a barrier for companies looking to invest and boost the growth of the economy. 

Business secretary Vince Cable said ‘if we don’t anticipate and tackle finance barriers now we could face a big problem in the future.  Left unchallenged, a lack of accessible finance for businesses could prevent the recovery accelerating’. 

July 27th - Greg Clark: Three actions needed to help the big society grow

Greg Clark, minister for decentralisation, has set out three key actions that will be ‘fundamental’ to decentralising power and building the Big Society:
· a 'right to know', as part of a new era of transparency and public accountability.

· the ‘right of challenge' ‘so consumers never again feel powerless to challenge the way public services are deployed’; and

·  ‘turning Government on its head’ so it works for communities, not just ministers.

The minister said that the UK has become one of the most centralised countries in the democratic world ‘not just in respect of the balance of power between central and local government, but also in the disempowerment of the professions in the public sector; and in the way that voluntary organisations have been pushed out of the provision of public services...  We need to turn central government upside down and inside-out.  Instead of the civil service only being focused upwards on providing advice to ministers - and inwards on its own priorities - we must drive the focus downwards and outwards to put those resources at the service of communities nationwide’.
14-19 and Schools
July 26th – Government announces details of pupil premium

The Government has announced that the new pupil premium will start from 2011.  Education secretary Michael Gove and children’s minister Sarah Teather have launched School Funding 2011-12: Introducing a Pupil Premium a consultation to seek views on how best to operate the premium including what deprivation indicator to use.  The proposed pupil premium would provide additional per pupil funding on top of the existing funding provided to schools.  ‘Schools will be free to spend the additional funding as they choose to raise the achievement of disadvantage pupils.’  It is envisaged that the premium will help target money so that ‘more can be done to help children from disadvantaged backgrounds that are still not doing as well at school as they could or should do’.  
The consultation sets out options for how deprivation is calculated including: 

· free school meal (FSM) eligibility – which could be current eligibility or a measure of whether the pupil has ever been eligible for FSM;
· out-of-work tax credit – pupils in families in receipt of out-of-work tax credit; and 

· commercial classifications such as ACORN or MOSAIC used by some local authorities. 

The school funding consultation is also seeking views on:
· including looked after children who have consistently low attainment with only 15% achieving five GCSEs or equivalents compared to 70% of all children; 

· exploring extending cover to the children of parents from the Armed Services;
· ending the policy of funding a minimum of 90% of a local authority’s three-year-old population; 

· ceasing to fund dual-subsidiary registrations at pupil referral units (PRUs); 

· a proposal to allow local authorities to apply for additional funding where they have schools serving service children, whose pupil numbers are affected by troop movements; 

· an intention to have a Minimum Funding Guarantee; and
· whether to maintain the ‘cash floor’ for local authorities to protect them from falling pupil numbers.

The Government also set out its proposals for distributing overall school funding from April 2011.  School funding will in the short term continue to be allocated using the current method ‘to allow the pupil premium to be introduced smoothly’.  However, the Government signalled its intention to review school funding for all schools including academies beyond 2011-12.  Details will be announced in due course.

The closing date for the consultation is Monday 18 October 2010.  A Written Ministerial Statement has been made to Parliament and a Q&A document is available to download. 
Education secretary Michael Gove said ‘Schools should be engines of social mobility.  They should provide the knowledge, and the tools, to enable talented young people to overcome accidents of birth and an inheritance of disadvantage in order to enjoy greater opportunities’. 

July 26th – Third House of Commons reading of Academies Bill

The Academies Bill which would enable more schools in England to become academies has had its third reading in the House of Commons.  The Government expects a significant number of academies to open in September 2010, and for the number to grow each year. 
The Bill will:
· enable all maintained schools to apply to become academies, with schools rated 'outstanding' by Ofsted being pre-approved;
· allow maintained primary and special schools to apply to become academies in their own right; 

· give the secretary of state the power to issue an academy order requiring the local authority to cease to maintain the school; 

· remove the requirement to consult the local authority before opening an academy;
· require the consent of any existing foundation (mainly churches) before a school applies to become an academy (and prohibits the religious character changing during the conversion to academy); and 

· deem academy trusts to be exempt charities.

In a piece in the Guardian on July 27th, Estelle Morris critiqued the speed of implementation of the Bill stating ‘A bill that is intended to fundamentally change our school system is likely to become law with no green or white paper, no formal consultation and having completed all its Commons stages in eight days.  That speed is usually reserved for emergency legislation that has wide support – hardly a description of the academies bill’.
New planning principles for councils to consider when determining planning applications for school developments with local support have also been published.  When determining planning applications for school developments local authorities Local Planning Authorities and the Planning Inspectorate will be expected to attach ‘very significant’ weight to ‘the desirability of establishing new schools and to enabling local people to do so’ by:
· adopting a positive and constructive approach towards applications to create new schools, and seek to mitigate any negative impacts of development through the use of planning conditions or planning obligations, as appropriate; and 

· only refusing planning permission for a new school if the adverse planning impacts on the local area outweigh the desirability of establishing a school in that area.  Where a local authority refuses permission on this basis, the Government will ask the Planning Inspectorate to deal swiftly with any appeal that is lodged. 

The Government will shortly be consulting on proposed changes to the Use Classes Order to ‘reduce unnecessary regulation’ and make it easier for buildings currently used for other uses to be converted to schools.

July 22nd – Department for Education announces reform of children’s trusts

The Department for Education has announced its intention to ‘remove much of the bureaucracy surrounding children’s trusts and allow schools to choose how best they may engage’.  The secretary of state for education has indicated that he proposes to: 

· remove the duty on schools to co-operate through Children’s Trusts via the forthcoming Education Bill; 

· remove the requirement on local authorities to set up Children’s Trust Boards and the requirement on those Boards to prepare and publish a joint Children and Young People’s Plan, at the first available legislative opportunity; and
· revoke the regulations underpinning the Children and Young People’s Plan and withdraw the statutory guidance on Children’s Trusts, in the autumn. 

Children's trusts are local partnership arrangements to ‘improve children's well-being’.  They are not defined in legislation but are underpinned by the duty to co-operate in section 10 of the Children Act 2004.  The Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009 placed a duty to co-operate on schools, colleges and Jobcentre Plus and required all local areas to establish a children’s trust board, which had to prepare and publish a jointly owned Children and Young People’s Plan by April 2011.
Higher Education

July 26th – HE sector opens up to private providers

BPP, the for-profit business education provider, is set to become the first new private independent university college since 1973, as the government signals its intention to bring newcomers into the UK’s higher education sector. 

BPP gained the right to be the only for-profit business college with the power to award degrees in 2007.  The government has now granted it the right to call itself a ‘university college’ – a protected term whose use requires the approval of the Privy Council. 

David Willetts, the universities and science minister, said that ‘a diverse range of higher education providers helps widen access, focuses attention on teaching quality and promotes innovative learning methods...  What matters is the quality of the teaching experience, not the exact legal status of the institution’.

Carl Lygo, BPP’s chief executive, said that encouraging private providers into education is a way to meet the government’s call to start ‘to offer more for less’.  

July 22nd – Student charter group begins work

A new group charged with developing guidance for university and higher education college charters has started work.  The 11-member group, chaired by Oxford Brookes Vice Chancellor Janet Beer and NUS President Aaron Porter, have held their first meeting.  The group will report to the government in December with recommendations for the sector on what individual agreements might cover, and guidance which institutions and student unions can use in the preparation, design and use of student charters and other forms of agreement.  

The objectives of the group are to:

· explore current practice in HEI/student agreements;
· assess the current impact of such agreements and explore lessons which could be drawn, as a means of spreading best practice across the sector; and
· develop an outline charter, showing the topics and issues which individual HEI agreements might cover and develop and publish guidance on the preparation, design and use of student charters, and to provide information to inform and support the work of institutions and students’ unions.
Local Government and Public Sector
July 22nd – Pickles outlines plans to abolish regional government

Communities and Local Government (CLG) secretary Eric Pickles has announced the government's intention in principle to abolish the remaining eight Government Offices for the Regions
 across England, subject to using the Spending Review ‘to resolve consequential issues’.  The final decisions will be made at the end of the Spending Review in the autumn.

The government has already announced the abolition of the Government Office for London, the Regional Spatial Strategies, the Regional Assemblies/Regional Leaders' Boards and the Regional Development Agencies.

Over the coming weeks the CLG will continue to work with other government departments, trade unions and others to lead a process to agree arrangements for the transfer of a small number of on-going functions and redeployment of staff.

Eric Pickles said ‘We are making good progress with our programme of radical reform to reduce the burden of bureaucracy on local authorities and businesses, including removing the inflated local government performance regime and doing away with the unnecessary regional tier...  We should be clear: the Government Offices are not voices of the region in Whitehall.  They have become agents of Whitehall to intervene and interfere in localities, and are a fundamental part of the 'command and control' apparatus of England's over-centralised state’.
July 27th – Cabinet Office publishes draft Structural Reform Plan

The coalition government has published its Structural Reform Plan for Cabinet Office.  The document sets out its priorities under the following headings:
· Parliamentary democracy and political reform: 

· to bring forward proposals to reform Parliament, including fixed-term Parliaments and a wholly or mainly elected upper chamber on the basis of proportional representation; and
· bring forward a Referendum Bill on electoral reform, alongside wider changes to make our political system more transparent and accountable 

· Devolution, decentralisation, accountability and localism: 

· to establish a commission to consider the ‘West Lothian’ question; 

· build strong relationships with the devolved administrations, and address key devolution issues; and

· trust people to take control of the decisions that affect them by devolving power closer to neighbourhoods, increasing citizen participation, promoting community ownership, lifting inspection burdens on councils and removing regional government

· Civil liberties:

· to restore the rights of individuals in keeping with Britain’s traditions of freedom, fairness and responsibility; and 

· reverse the erosion of civil liberties and roll back state intrusion

July 23rd – PM launches National Citizen Service pilots 

Prime minister, David Cameron, has announced plans to provide National Citizen Service (NCS) pilots for 16-year-olds next summer.  The pilots are expected to provide approximately 10,000 places for school-leavers to take part in activities which could include outdoor challenges and helping the local community.  

Participants will spend a minimum of ten days and nights away from home during the programme and on completion, will take part in a graduation ceremony.  The government also hopes to offer ‘outstanding’ NCS graduates the opportunity to take part in a programme of social action projects in developing countries.  A National Citizen Service which ‘gives teenagers the chance to learn new skills that will help them to make a positive contribution to their community’ has been outlined as a key part of the Big Society agenda.

The prime minister said ‘A kind of non-military national service, it’s going to mix young people from different backgrounds in a way that doesn’t happen right now.  It’s going to teach them what it means to be socially responsible.  Above all it’s going to inspire a generation of young people to appreciate what they can achieve and how they can be part of the Big Society’.

July 22nd – IPPR says a cooperative framework is necessary if Big Society is to succeed

The Institute for Public Relations (IPPR) has published Regeneration through co-operation: creating a framework for communities to act together which argues that rolling back the state and expecting communities to ‘leap into the driving seat’ will not succeed without a new cooperative framework of rights and responsibilities.

The authors of the report are pleased that 'bottom-up and community-led activities which bubble along under the radar’ are receiving new public recognition, however, they caution that:
· if the Big Society is to emerge successfully, not only community but state services too need to develop a culture of cooperation; and 

· a framework of community development and business support is critical for community-led regeneration to be effective. 

July 7th – LGA proposes place-based budgets

The Local Government Association has published Place-based budgets - the future governance of local public services.  The report proposes replacing current accountability through multiple departmental funding streams, top-down targets and regulation through multiple public bodies, with outward-facing accountability to local people through devolved governance made up of democratically elected local councillors.

The paper argues that:

· there is evidence from the Total Place pilots and other sources that the devolved governance, integration, commissioning or regulating of public services at the right spatial level, will result in better value for money;
· there are a number of services where there is a strong case for devolving governance based on the performance of the service and the absence of a significant obstacle to devolution; and
· the creation of a place-based vote through which public spending can be voted and spending accounted for.
At the LGA Chariman’s Summit, secretary of state for communities and local government, Eric Pickles said that he looked forward to working further with the LGA on ‘place-based budgets’ – as long as they’re renamed ‘community budgets’.  He said, ‘I’m not the only one who loves the idea of community budgets, by the way.  The prime minister loves them.  The DPM loves them.  The Chancellor loves them.  There’s huge interest right across Whitehall’.
July 22nd – Government publishes referendum question and confirms plans to change constituency boundaries

Two bills have been introduced to the commons with the aim of reforming electoral policy.
Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill sets out rules for the running of the referendum, which is set to take place on 5 May 2011.  Voters will be asked: Do you want the United Kingdom to adopt the 'alternative vote' system instead of the current 'first past the post' system for electing Members of Parliament to the House of Commons?  The bill will also reduce the size of the Commons from 650 to 600 MPs and establish boundary reviews to create more equal sized constituencies.
The Fixed-term Parliaments Bill has also been introduced.  This provides for general elections to occur every five years on the first Thursday in May, removing the power of the prime minister to call an election ‘without Parliament’s consent’.  ‘This will prevent a government dissolving Parliament for its own political advantage.’  General Elections will be held earlier if two thirds of all MPs vote in favour of dissolution or if there has been a vote of no confidence in a government and an alternative government fails to gain the confidence of the House of Commons within 14 days.  The Bill does not alter the present arrangements for a vote of no confidence, which requires a majority of 50 per cent plus one.  The second readings of the two Bills will take place after the summer recess. 
Deputy prime minister, Nick Clegg, said ‘The Coalition Government is determined to put power where it belongs – with people.  You will decide how you want to elect your MPs.  By making constituencies more equal in size, the value of your vote will no longer depend on where you live, and with fewer MPs the cost of politics will be cut.  And, by setting the date that parliament will dissolve, our prime minister is giving up the right to pick and choose the date of the next General Election – that’s a true first in British politics’.

July 26th - Reforms to policing announced

Home secretary, Theresa May has announced details of a ‘radical new programme of reform to change the face of policing and re-establish the link between the police and the public, tackle organised crime and protect our borders’.

Key elements of the new strategy include:

· the first election of Police and Crime Commissioners, ‘to hold police forces to account and strengthen the bond between the police and the public’, in May 2012;

· a new National Crime Agency ‘to lead the fight against organised crime and strengthen our border security’;

· greater collaboration between police forces ‘to increase public protection and drive savings’;

· phasing out the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) ‘reviewing its role and how this translates into a streamlined national landscape’; 

· ‘cutting bureaucracy, removing restrictive health and safety procedures and freeing up officers’ time’; and 

· a clear role for everyone, including members of the public, in cutting crime through beat meetings, neighbourhood watch schemes and voluntary groups.

Prime minister David Cameron said ‘By replacing invisible police authorities with directly elected Police and Crime Commissioners, we can forge a direct link between the police and the public, ensuring that the public have a voice in setting police priorities and have the power to hold the police to account for keeping our streets safe and secure’.
International

July 29th - Extension of the UK India Education and Research Initiative
Prime minister David Cameron and prime minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh have agreed to the extension of the UK India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI), which has created almost 600 new partnerships between UK and Indian institutions across all levels of the education system. The new programme will be funded by both Governments.

The expanded programme is likely to have strands of collaboration on higher education, skills, leadership and quality in education, and work to build on the existing UKIERI programmes which have helped bring more students from the UK to India and will also contribute to the development of India’s 14 world class Innovation Universities though partnerships with leading UK institutions. Universities that have already shown an interest in the opportunity to form such a partnership include Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial College, Open University, Essex, Exeter, Birmingham and Newcastle universities.

David Willetts, minister for higher education and science and Kapil Sibal, minister for human resource development discussed some of their priorities for the programme.  David Willetts said ‘My discussions with Minister Sibal have been very positive and will pave the way for even greater collaboration between India and the UK.  We discussed ways in which we can broaden, deepen and strengthen our relationship. I look forward to working with Minister Sibal as he seeks to meet his ambitious targets of providing skills education to 500 million young people and creating 40 million new university places over the next 10 years’.
Detail of the programme will be developed through consultation in the coming months between the two governments, with inputs from stakeholders from educational institutions and businesses in the UK and India. 
Third Sector

July 29th – Voluntary sector asked for their ideas on how to do more for less
Minister for the Cabinet Office, Francis Maude, and minister for civil society, Nick Hurd, have written an open letter to the voluntary, community and social enterprise sectors asking them to contribute their ideas to help reduce the deficit. They are being asked to share ideas about how they can help reduce the deficit directly with the Office for Civil Society. 

An open space has been published on the Cabinet Office website so that the sector can contribute ideas and examples or responses can be e-mailed directly to sectorchallenge@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk. 

Minister for Civil Society, Nick Hurd, said ‘The voluntary, community and social enterprise sector do really important and much valued work on the front line delivering services and that is why they are best placed to identify what the state does well and what could be improved. On my visits to organisations many people working in the sector have already shared with me their ideas and now I’m opening up the challenge to the whole sector’.
Equality and Diversity

July 29th – Think tanks critique school exclusions 

The Runnymede Trust has published Did They Get it Right?  A Re-examination of School Exclusions and Race Equality  which contains essays by exclusions experts such as Diane Abbott MP, and professors Val Gillies and Cecile Wright outlining the considerations are needed when developing exclusions policy, and puts forward policy proposals to tackle exclusion levels.  The report highlights that black Caribbean pupils are currently three times more likely to be permanently excluded from school than their white counterparts and argues that proposals to scrap excluded students’ right of appeal could disproportionately impact on black pupils.

Earlier this year Demos, published Ex Curricula a report which calls for school exclusions to be abolished. The report argues that exclusions are ‘too common a way of dealing with children with additional learning needs and from deprived backgrounds’.  Over 75 per cent of children who are excluded have special educational needs (SEN) and exclusion rates for children in the middle band of special educational needs are 17 times higher for children without SEN.  Government statistics show that 6,550 students in primary, secondary and special education schools were permanently excluded in 2008/09, a figure that the think tank classes as ‘6,550 too many’.
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� The Spending Review this will be published on Wednesday 20 October 2010 and will set out spending plans for the years 2011-12 to 2014-15


� There are nine offices based in the Government regions: North East, South West, South East, West Midland, Yorkshire and the Humber, London, East Midlands, North West, East of England.  The Department for Communities and Local Government oversees the Government Office Network, on behalf of all sponsor Departments.
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